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Honoring Martin Luther King Jr ¢ Botobrity

By John Flanagan & the
Staff of the College Voice

On January 18, the
James Kearney campus of
Mercer County Community
College hosted a tribute
for Dr. Martin - Luther
King Jr. The event began at
4:00pm. With the motto,
“Change your thoughts,
change your life) the
celebration began when the
Mistress  of Ceremonies,
Veronica Werner, leading
everyone to sing  “Lift
Every Voice and Sing”

Following this, Monica
L. Weaver, the Provost of
the campus, welcomed the
attendees and introduced
them to the entertainment,
including a panel
composed  of prominent
community members
who -~ discussed * matters
on race and the future.

Under the Assistant
Director ~ Brian  Cody’s
guidance, the = Upward
Bound Group and the award
winning Nhrrcr College
Poets read to the audience
selections  focused — on
current soclal justice vsues,

Professor ol
Communications, — Alvyn
Haywood,  served as
the . moderator for the
panel  discussion. This

centerpiece of the event.

During the event,
questions were directed
by Professor Alvynod on
general questions such as
what truly matters in life to
more pointed ones referring
to how race is treated in the
community and whether
the criminal justice system
needs to be reformed.

In addition, panelists
discussed ~ options  on
how to create meaningful
experiences  for  the
youth to better prepare
them to become leaders
of the future to create
a better social climate.
The event was well
attended and helped inform
the community about how
important it is to celebrate
Martin Lulhcr ng ideas.
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Quinten Couch, a dance teacher and

performer, shows the audience hix

Scoop

JUSTICE ANTONIN
SCALIA
Trenton born Associate
Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States
of America, Antonin Scalia,
died on February 13, 2016.
He died in his sleep of
natural causes.
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Provost Monica L. Weaver, welcomed attendees to the MLK event
hosted on January I8,
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Professor Alvyn MW served us the moderator of a panel focused on
veachud Insies hosted al the MLK tribie.

POPE FRANCIS
Pope Francis met with
Russian Orthodox Patriarch
Kirill in Cuba this week.
This is the first time that
the heads of both religions.
have convened since the
two seperated in a schism
nearly a thousand years
ago. The meeting took place
atl Jose Marti International
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Homelessness in Mercer County

By John Flanagan
Reporter

On March 2, Mercer
County  Department  of
Hugian  Services Director
Marygrace Billek presented a
lecture on campus regarding
the County’s aggressive effort
to end chronic homelessness.
Her presentation was part
of the Mercer County
Community College Lecture
Series, entitled “The Journey
to End Homelessness
in Mercer County?

In  her talk, Billek
discussed how this seven
year = government . project
has  cultivated a  broad
range of partnerships, and
the successful housing of
more than 400 families and
individuals. As a result of these
efforts, Mercer County’s work
to end chronic homelessness
hasbeen nationally recognized.

Asif pant s gl
presentation, Billek gave a
little  background regarding
the community-wide strategy
employed by the Mercer
County Board of Social
Services, the Mercer Alliance to
End Homelessness, the City of
Trenton, and other community
partners to end homelessness.

In 2008, Mercer Alliance
engaged its  government

partners to conduct a year-
long study. Dennis Culhane,
a professor and researcher
on family shelter utilization,
developed ~ best  practices
around Rapid Rehousing.
This approach was then
applied to Mercers situation.

Previously, the old
system kept people homeless
and its cost to shelter a person
was astronomical. Also, there
was no front end assessment
to help identify and prioritize
families with the highest
needs and those who could
be rapidly rehoused. People
were staying in transitional
housing too long, and were not
exiting to permanent housing.

Overall, the system was
not ending homelessness
and cost $10M from the
Temporary — Assistance for
Needy  Families (TANF)
program alone. The average
length of homelessness was
337 days. This period included:
going to a shelter, proceeding
from there to transitional
housing,  before ~ finally
managing permenant housing.

The  strategy  was
then to find funding for a
Rapid  Rehousing model.
One approach was to align
all local : funders (county,
city and county welfare
agency) in one system.

This approach reflected

President ~ Obamas  bill,
the Homeless Emergency
Assistance and Rapid

Transition  to  Housing
(HEARTH) Act of 2009. The
HEARTH Act amended and
reauthorized the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance
Act with substantial changes,
which included as a goal
shortening the length of
time a person is homeless. It
also created the program for
Rapid Rehousing that would
combine rental assistance
and ~ case . management.

Almost  half of the
residents in Mercer have
household  incomes  below
$20,000; and 33 percent live
below the federal poverty
line. There are currently
26,000 poor in Trenton.

Two years ago the police
cleared out some train station
campers because they posed
a health and safety risk. The
state's decision to clear out
the encampments offered an
opportunity to steer homeless
people to social service
programs, jobs, and permanent
housing. For  example,
Monarch Housing Consultants
as a founding member of the
New Jersey Advocacy Network
to End Homelessness, has
been an advocate to enact state
legislation which would allow
individual counties to set up

Homeless Trust Funds. These
trust funds would serve as a
valuable source of funding for
supportive services, operating
rental  assistance, ~ and/or
capital funding to create new
permanent housing for ‘the
homeless across the state.

Mercer Allianceisaleader
in efforts across the country to
end homelessness.

Mercer  County  has
learned how to move people
rapidly out of homelessness
and into homes through our
Housing First and Rapid
Rehousing programs. Mercer
County leads the state in
ending homeless. Only 6.4%
of families reported being
homeless for over a year. 70.2%
had been homeless for less than
3 months. Only 4% of families
re-entered homelessness after
being permanently housed.

By creating a System to
End Homelessness for Singles,
the Mercer Alliance conveneda
committee to begin developing
a new system. Through the
analysis of HMIS data on
singles the Alliance found:
1,463 persons entered shelters
in 2012. Sixty percent exited
after 1-3 stays and did not
return to homelessness. Forty
percent were chronic users of
the shelter system, with half
possessing disabilities. This is
the population most in need

of housing in our community.
Two very crucial operations
mentioned were a Coordinated
Entry & Assessment System
(CEAS) which is being
created for individuals who
are homeless in the Trenton/
Mercer community. This
system will screen and assess
the needs of the homeless,
provide them with needed
health and social services,
and move them as quickly as
possibleto permanenthousing.
(See chart below).

The other group that the
program focuses on assisting is
Veterans who need assistance.
‘The pilot program has done
well but currently it is unclear
whether there will be enough
funding to continue in the
long term. The goal is to
build the capacity of the
programs to quickly house
individuals who are displaced
from their homes.

The  programs  are
looking  into  developing
lasting  strategies to address
homelessness among  the
mentally ill, drug addicted,
and otherwise compromised.

Marygrace Billek’s slogan
offers promise to the continued
success of the program: “We
can; We must; and, We willl”




